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Experiential learn-
ing is the annual theme 
when regional English 
as a Second Language 
(ESL) teacher Valorie 
Arrowsmith takes her 
English Learners on a 
local arts, culture and ca-
reer-building field trip. 

Students from East Cen-
tral, Hinckley/Finlayson, 
Pine City and Rush City 
schools visited several 
businesses and venues 
in Chisago County on 
their 2015 spring excur-
sion. They learned about 
each business, how one 
gets trained to do a job 
for each entity, and had 
first-hand experiences at 
every site.

At the Eichten’s Cheese 
and Bison Farm in Center 
City, the group learned 
about cheese making 
and sampled a variety 
of cheeses so they could 
compare and contrast fla-
vors. They also tasted bi-
son sausage, felt the soft-
ness of a bison hide, and 
saw the animals from a 
safe distance in the farm 
pasture. Lunch includ-
ed the option to order a 
bison burger, and many 
students tried this menu 
item at the Eichten’s Bis-
tro. 

Interacting with larg-
er-than-life sculptures 
at the Franconia Sculp-
ture Park gave learners a 

chance to experience and 
view many pieces of art-
work at ground level or by 
climbing a roof or tower.  
For them it seemed like 
a maximized playground 
with interesting nooks 
and crannies, places to 
climb, peek through, peer 
down, and activate their 
imagination.

A stop at the Goldstar 
Printworks in Lindstrom 
helped students really 
look at the designs on the 
T-shirts they were wear-
ing. They learned how 
to determine how many 
screens were used to cre-
ate the variety of colors 
and textures, and will 
probably always look at 

printed T-shirts with a 
designer’s eye.

The final stop on the 
field trip gave each stu-
dent a chance to try home-
made fudge at the North 
Country Coffee shop in 
North Branch. For near-
ly all of the participants, 
this was a first-time expe-
rience.  They met the staff 

and learned about what it 
takes to work in a coffee 
shop. For some this in-
formation was timely as 
they were nearing the age 
when they could apply for 
a job there.

English Learners in 
the participating school 
districts have a variety 
of cultural backgrounds. 

Their first languages or 
the languages of their par-
ents are: Ojibwe, Hmong, 
Romanian, Khmer, Chi-
nese, Vietnamese, and 
Spanish from Mexico, El 
Salvador, Ecuador and 
the Dominican Repub-
lic. Arrowsmith works 
through the St. Croix Riv-
er Education District.

learning by doing is focus of esl field trip
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tatiana got up close and personal with a herd of deer during 
the annual spring esl arts and culture field trip.  this artwork 
is on display at the Franconia sculpture Park in shafer. 
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(above) students from Pine 
City schools watch as Ki Gul-
brandsen uses a squeegee to 
press ink through a screen.  
(left) Pine City elementary 
students Jose, rosita, Joline, 
michaella, isabelle, aure-
lia, mauricio, and Nathan 
showed their enthusiasm 
for bison at eichten’s Cheese 
and Bison farm in Center 
City.  


